Marsa Gawasis (Wadi Gawasis) and the Egyptian Seafaring Expeditions to Punt
and a fragment of carved cedar timber with a mortise, most likely from a boat, was the main evidence of the possible use of the site as a harbor for seafaring expeditions.
The discovery of a small shrine built with blocks of limestone and two possible anchors at the base in the central sector of the site was particularly significant. The whole structure was a memorial stele recording an expedition of the "Overseer of the audience-chamber" Ankhow to Bia-Punt during the reign of Senusret I (ca. 1956 (ca. -1911 . Another relevant stele recording an expedition to Bia-Punt of the "Vizier" Antefiqer at the time of Senusret I was found in the western sector of the site. This expedition consisted of 3756 people, including 500 sailors and 3200 soldiers. Marsa Gawasis is located on a coral terrace (ca. 4-6 m above sea level) at the northern end of Wadi Gawasis, about 22 km south of Safaga. The site occupies an area of about 14 ha and is delimited by the seashore to the East, the Valley of Wadi Gawasis to the South, and a playa to the West. Archaeological remains are visible both at the top and base of the coral terrace. Most of the site is still well preserved. Only the central sector is almost completely destroyed because of the construction of a railroad.
(ca. 1870-1831 BCE) suggested a dating of the site to the Twelfth Dynasty. The calibrated radiocarbon dating of three samples from pieces of cedar wood, rope and halfa grass respectively on the contrary suggested a longer use of the site from the late 3 rd to mid-2 nd millennia BCE. (1991, 1996) rejected the identification of the site as a port, suggesting mainly on a philological ground that Egyptians did not use a maritime route to Punt and were navigating only on the Nile.
In 2001, University of Naples "L'Orientale" (UNO), Naples; and the Italian Institute for Africa and the Orient (IsIAO), Rome, Italy, in collaboration with Boston University (BU), Boston, USA, resumed the systematic archaeological investigation of the site, under the direction of Rodolfo Fattovich (UNO/ IsIAO) and Kathryn A. Bard (BU). The project aimed at testing in the field the hypothesis of a maritime trade with the regions of the southern Red Sea (northern Horn of Africa and/or southern Arabia) in 3 rd -2 nd millennia BCE, as part of a long-term investigation about the origins and development of early hierarchical societies and ancient States in the northern Horn of Africa in progress at UNO since the early 1980s.
